Grade 8 

Current electricity- Vocab


Ammeter:  Device used to measure current.
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Amperes:  Unit in which current is measured.

Electric Current - movement of electricity, measured in charges per second

electrical energy- Energy associated with the movement of electrical charges 

Voltage - electrical force or pressure (measured in volts)

Voltmeter:  device used to measure voltage
Charge - the amount of electricity carried by a body (A charge can be negative, like an electron, or positive, like a proton. Objects with opposite charges attract one another, while objects with like charges repel one another.)

Circuit - a closed path through which an electric current flows

Conductor - a material (like a metal) through which electricity and heat flow easily

Insulator - a material through which electricity or heat does not flow easily (like many plastics, glasses and ceramics)

Resistance - a measurement of how much a material opposes the flow of electricity (Wood has high resistance so it is a poor conductor of electricity. Copper has low resistance, so it is a good conductor of electricity.)

Ohm:  Unit in which resistance is measured.

Series circuit:  amount of electric current passing through all the components remains the same.
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Parallel circuit: amount of electric current passing through all the components does not remains the same.
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